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Homework Policy 

1 Introduction 

1.1 Homework is anything children do outside the normal school day that contributes to their 

learning, in response to guidance from the school. Homework encompasses a whole variety of 

activities instigated by teachers and parents to support the children’s learning. For example, parents 

who spend time reading stories to their children before bedtime are helping with homework. 

 

2 Setting Homework 

2.1 At Fairfield Primary Academy we believe that homework should be short and focused. Research 

shows that routine, short and focused homework activities are the most effective in improving 

children’s attainment at Primary school age.  

Therefore, we believe that if our children read regularly at home it will help them in becoming fluent 

readers which is a necessary life skill to support them throughout school and adult life.  

By practising weekly spellings through Look/Cover/Write/Check methods, games, rhymes and fun 

activities this will make them more confident in using choosing correct spelling patterns. 

Weekly Times Table practice and Number Facts will develop their fluency and confidence in basic 

maths skills which will allow them to approach more challenging reasoning problems throughout school.  

 

2.2 Homework can have a positive role in raising a child’s level of attainment. However, we also 

acknowledge the important role of play and free choice in a child’s growth and development. While 

homework is important, it should not prevent children from taking part in the activities of various 

out-of-school clubs and of other organisations that play an important part in the lives of our pupils. 

These are also homework activities and we believe they develop their interests and skills to the full 

only when parents encourage them to make maximum use of the opportunities available outside school. 

 

2.3 OFSTED guidance states- To be outstanding teachers use well-judged and often imaginative 

teaching strategies; including setting appropriate homework that, together with clearly directed 

and timely support and intervention, match individual needs accurately. Consequently, pupils learn 

exceptionally well across the curriculum. 

  

3 Aims and Objectives 

3.1 The aim and objectives of homework are: 

 To enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and social development; 

 To encourage pupils to develop the skills of an independent learning; 

 To promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child’s learning; 

 To extend and enhance partnerships with home and school; 

 To provide educational experiences not possible in school; 

 To consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school, and allow children to practice skills 

taught in lessons, especially in maths and literacy; 



                                                                            

 

2 

 

 

 

 

 

 To encourage pupils as they get older to develop the confidence and self-discipline needed to 

take on self-study and acquire good work habits for the future. 

 

4 Homework Activities 

4.1 It is expected that all children will complete the following homework activities: 

Reception- 

 To share reading at home every day 

 Learn to read individual rainbow words/ bookmark words 

 Learn individual number facts given 

Years 1,2,3,4 and 5  

 Read at least 5 times a week 

 Learn weekly Number facts and Times Tables 

 Weekly Spellings 

 Hegarty maths 1 hour per week 

Year 6 

 Read at least 5 times a week 

 Learn weekly Number facts and Times Tables 

 Weekly Spellings 

 Weekly homework in English and Maths set by the Year 6 teacher 

 Hegarty maths 1 hour per week minimum  

 

 

 

In addition, children have targets for Reading, Writing and Maths in the back of their organisers 

which they all are encouraged to work on at home.  

 

5. Fairfield Academy Approach  

5.1 How staff at Fairfield Primary Academy will support this policy: 

 By ensuring that children have a clear understanding of the tasks involved and a common 

understating of the high expectations held of them individually, according to their ability. 

 By communicating with parents and keeping them informed of children’s progress 

 By providing year 6 children a weekly homework club at lunchtime to give them support with 

their work if needed.  

 Celebrating and rewarding excellent learning behaviours.   

 

6. The role of parents 

6.1 How parents can help support children: 

 Provide somewhere peaceful for children to work without distractions of television, iPads , 

other family members and pets. 

 Provide encouragement, support and praise. 

 Be actively involved in the homework  
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 Timetable the expectations of homework at home ensuring that children know 

when they should complete their homework throughout the week. 

 Support the school in explaining to children that homework is valued and aids 

 learning. 

 

 

 

 Read with their child at least 5 times a week and ask them questions about the book that they 

are reading. Record reading in child’s organiser.  

 Support them in the learning of their weekly spellings through using patterns, rhymes, games 

etc 

 Support them in learning their number facts and times tables fluently.  

 

6.2 If parents have any questions about homework, they should, in the first instance, contact the  

child’s class teacher: if their questions are of a more general nature, they should contact the 

Principal  


