
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Word Definition Picture 

1. Empire An extensive group of states or countries ruled over by a 

single monarch, an oligarchy or a sovereign state. 

 

 
 

2. Slave trade The transporting and selling of human beings as slaves.  

 
 

3. Commonwealth Grouping of states or other bodies.  

4. Industry Economic activity concerned with the processing of raw 
materials and manufacture of goods in factories.  

 

5. Cornea The transparent layer forming the front of the eye.  
 

6. Retina A layer at the back of the eyeball that contains cells 
sensitive to light, which trigger nerve impulses that pass 
via the optic nerve to the brain, where a visual image is 
formed. 

 

Year 6 

Summer 1 

Can I change the world? 

Global awareness and 

sustainability  

The world around me 

 

Vocabulary  

History- The British 

Empire 

The British Empire is a term used to describe all of the places around the world that 

were once ruled by Britain. Built over many years, this empire brought huge change 

to societies, industries, cultures and the lives of people all around the world. 

 

1497-1639 2021 

 

The British Empire 

was now the 

largest the world 

had ever seen, 

ruling over 458 

million people. 

1922 

 

The Treaty of 

Versailles gave 

Germany’s colonies 

as ‘mandates’ for 

Britain and France 

to administer. 

Due to many 

countries gaining 

independence 

after the war, the 

British Empire 

began to decline. 

1945 

 

1899-1902 

 

The Second 

Boer War- 

the British 

conquered 

South 

Africa. 

1919 

 

The First British 

Empire begun to 

form as English 

seamen discovered 

new lands, set up 

colonies and traded 

all over the world. 

The Slave 

Trade 

heightened 

in Britain. 

Britain lost a huge 

part of its empire in 

the American War 

of Independence, 

marking the end of 

the ‘First British 

Empire’.  

1775-1783 

 
1784-1898 

 Britain claimed new 

colonies in Australia, 

Trinidad and many 

parts of Asia to form 

the ‘Second British 

Empire’. 

1640 

 

Nowadays, we 

have The 

Commonwealth 

which is made up 

of over 50 

countries who work 

and trade together. 



All the different parts of your eyes work together to help you see: 

1. Light passes through the cornea which bends light to help the eye 

focus. Some of this light enters the eye through the pupil. 

The iris controls how much light the pupil lets in. 

2. Light passes through the lens which works together with the cornea 

to focus light correctly on the retina. When light hits the retina, special 

cells called photoreceptors turn the light into electrical signals. 

3. These electrical signals travel from the retina through 

the optic nerve to 

the brain. Then the 

brain turns the 

signals into the 

images you see.  

 

 

 

 

Dred Scott (1799–1858)  
Dred was a slave who attempted to sue for his freedom in court. He 
lost the case but in later years he and his family were emancipated. It 
made national news and was celebrated in northern cities. He then 
worked as a porter in a hotel, where he was a minor celebrity. He died 
of TB only 18 months after attaining freedom. 
 
William Harvey Carney (1840–1908)  
William was born into slavery in Virginia- he escaped through the 
underground network. He fought in the American Civil War and was 
awarded the Medal of Honour for his bravery. 
 
George Washington Carver (1861 – 1943)                                                                           
George was born a slave in Missouri, America. He became an 
agricultural scientist and inventor and helped poor farmers improve 
the soil on their land in order to grow better crops. Carver also 
developed hundreds of products using peanuts, sweet potatoes and 
soybeans.  

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

To learn from actions in 

the past to help to build 

a better future. 

Influential people in the slave trade Music – You’ve got a friend  

Learning Destination Maths- position and movement  

Science- Light and Seeing (The Eye).  

• You've Got A Friend was a song written by Carole King in 

1971.  

• It was first recorded by Carole and featured on her famous 

album, Tapestry. 

• In the 1960s, Carole King was employed to write pop songs 

for artists to perform. 

 
Carole King Klein (b. 1942) 

Other songs: The Locomotion, A Natural Woman 

Shadows: 
• If a light ray hits an opaque 

object, the light cannot pass 

through, and a shadow forms. 

• A shadow is an absence of light- it 

is not a reflection. 

• The size of the light source can 

sharpen or blur the shadow. A 

small spotlight torch forms a more 

distinct shadow but the sharpness 

changes when the torch moves 

away from the object. 

• The size and shape of a shadow 

can change depending on the 

position of the light source. 
 
 
 
 
 

Translation: moving a 

shape into a different 

position, without changing 

it in any way. 

On a graph, the horizontal axis is called the x-axis. 
The vertical axis is called the y-axis.  
 

Reflection: To reflect an 

object, you need a mirror 

line. When a shape is 

reflected, its size does not 

change - the image just 

appears 'flipped'. 


