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Fairfield Primary Academy 



Summary of Step 4 Changes from 19 July and 16 August 
 
DfE Schools COVID-19 operational guidance: 
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002322/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_for_14_July.pdf 

DfE Guidance: Contingency framework: education and childcare settings: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings 
 
 

 Our priority is to deliver face-to-face, high quality education to all pupils. 

 Guidance At Fairfield… 

 

Control measures 
 
You should: 
1. Ensure good hygiene for 
everyone. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning 
regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well 
ventilated. 
4. Follow public health advice on 
testing, self-isolation and managing 
confirmed cases of COVID-19. 

At Fairfield, the following control measures will 
remain in place: 
 
1. Ensuring good hygiene for everyone (regular 
hand sanitising and sanitising of 
equipment/resources). 
 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes – a 
cleaner will remain on site during the school day, 
to carry out touch point cleaning. 
 
3. Classrooms, learning and work spaces will 
continue to be well ventilated. 
 
4. We will follow public health advice on testing, 
self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of 
COVID-19. 
 

 

At Step 4 we will no longer 
recommend that it is necessary to 
keep children in consistent groups. 

Children will continue to learn and play in year 
group bubbles. 
When necessary and appropriate (e.g. pupil 
leadership activities) children may mix across 
bubbles.  
 

 

Assemblies can resume 
 

Whole school assemblies will continue to take 
place via Zoom. 
 
Year group / key stage assemblies will be 
introduced during Autumn and Spring terms 21-
22. 
 
A blended approach will be taken for staff training 
events. Taking into consideration, staff numbers, 
location and context. 
 

 

From 19 July, face coverings will no 
longer be advised for pupils, staff 
and visitors either in classrooms or 
in communal areas.  

 
Use of face coverings will be optional from the 
19th July.  
 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/1002322/Schools_guidance_Step_4_update_for_14_July.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-local-restrictions-in-education-and-childcare-settings/contingency-framework-education-and-childcare-settings


 
From 19 July, the government is 
removing the requirement to wear 
face coverings in law but expects 
and recommends that they are 
worn in enclosed and crowded 
spaces where you may come into 
contact with people you don't 
normally meet.  
 

We request that they are worn in enclosed and 
crowded spaces where you may come into 
contact with people you don't normally meet. 

 

In circumstances where face 
coverings are recommended  
If you have an outbreak in your 
school, a director of public health 
might advise you that face 
coverings should temporarily be 
worn in communal areas or 
classrooms (by pupils staff and 
visitors, unless exempt).  
 

 
 
If there is an outbreak at Fairfield, we will follow 
public health advise, that may be to wear face 
coverings temporarily communal areas (by staff 
and visitors, unless exempt).  
 

 
Tracing close contacts and isolation  
From Step 4, close contacts will be identified via NHS Test and Trace and education 
settings will no longer be expected to undertake contact tracing.  
 
As with positive cases in any other setting, NHS Test and Trace will work with the 
positive case to identify close contacts. Contacts from a school setting will only be traced 
by NHS Test and Trace where the positive case specifically identifies the individual as 
being a close contact. This is likely to be a small number of individuals who would be 
most at risk of contracting COVID-19 due to the nature of the close contact. Schools may 
be contacted in exceptional cases to help with identifying close contacts, as currently 
happens in managing other infectious diseases. 
 
*If Fairfield are contacted in exceptional cases, we will help with identifying close 
contacts and will follow and share the advice provided by NHS Test and Trace. 
 
From 16 August 2021, children under the age of 18 years old will no longer be required 
to self-isolate if they are contacted by NHS Test and Trace as a close contact of a positive 
COVID-19 case. Instead, children will be contacted by NHS Test and Trace, informed they 
have been in close contact with a positive case and advised to take a PCR test. We would 
encourage all individuals to take a PCR test if advised to do so. 
Settings will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams in the case 
of a local outbreak. If there is an outbreak in a setting or if central government offers the 
area an enhanced response package, a director of public health might advise a setting to 
temporarily reintroduce some control measures. 
 
At Fairfield we will continue to have a role in working with health protection teams in 
the case of a local outbreak. 



 

 

If you have several confirmed cases 
within 14 days, you may have an 
outbreak. You should call the 
dedicated advice service who will 
escalate the issue to your local 
health protection team where 
necessary and advise if any 
additional action is required. 
 
It may become necessary to 
reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a 
temporary period, to reduce mixing 
between groups. 
 
Advice given may impact on: 
 residential educational visits 
 open days 
 transition or taster days 
 parental attendance in settings 
performances in settings 
 

At Fairfield, if there are several confirmed cases 
within 14 days, we will call the dedicated advice 
service who will escalate the issue to the local 
health protection team where necessary and 
advise if any additional action is required. 
 

 

When an individual develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test Pupils, staff and 
other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate and what to do.  
 
They should not come into school if they have symptoms, have had a positive test result 
or other reasons requiring them to stay at home due to the risk of them passing on 
COVID-19 (for example, they are required to quarantine).  
 
If anyone in your school develops COVID-19 symptoms, however mild, you should send 
them home and they should follow public health advice. 
 

 

Staff and pupils with a positive LFD test result should self-isolate in line with the stay at 
home guidance.  
 
They will also need to get a free PCR test to check if they have COVID19.  
 
Whilst awaiting the PCR result, the individual should continue to self-isolate.  
 
If the PCR test is taken within 2 days of the positive lateral flow test, and is negative, it 
overrides the self-test LFD test and the pupil can return to school, as long as the 
individual doesn’t have COVID-19 symptoms. 
 

 

Pupils, staff and other adults should follow public health advice on when to self-isolate 
and what to do. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/ 

 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/


 

Attendance  
 
School attendance is mandatory for all pupils of compulsory school age and it is priority 
to ensure that as many children as possible regularly attend school.  
 

 

If some attendance restrictions are needed, all vulnerable children, children of critical 
workers, children in reception, year 1 and year 2 should still be allowed to attend. 
 
If, by exception, attendance is restricted further, vulnerable children and children of 
critical workers should still be allowed to attend. 
 

 
High-quality remote education 
should be provided for all pupils 
or students not attending. 

 

Throughout 2021-2022, we will continue with our 
Tier 1 and Tier 2 Remote Education offer.  
 
If children need to self-isolate or if we are advised by 
public health to close a bubble, children will 
continue to receive the quantity and quality of 
education and care to which they are normally 
entitled. 

 

Wraparound childcare 
If attendance restrictions are needed, vulnerable children and young people should be 
allowed to attend. For all other children, parents and carers should only be allowed to 
access these providers for face-to-face provision for their children for a limited set of 
essential purposes, such as to allow them to go to or seek work, attend a medical 
appointment, or undertake education and training. 
 
Restrictions on attendance may need to vary depending on whether provision will be 
operating during school term-time and/or school holidays, when schools are otherwise 
closed to ensure sufficient childcare provision remains available to those that need it 
most. 

 

Safeguarding and designated safeguarding leads 
It is expected that schools… will have a trained DSL (or deputy) available on site. 
However, it is recognised that for some schools and FE providers there may be 
operational challenges to this. In such cases, there are two options to consider: 
 a trained DSL (or deputy) from the early years setting, school or FE provider can be 

available to be contacted via phone or online video, for example working from home 
Where a trained DSL (or deputy) is not on site, in addition to the above, a senior leader 
should take responsibility for co-ordinating safeguarding on site. 
 
At Fairfield, we adhere to the guidance above. 
 
 

 

Schools should provide free school 
meals support in the form of meals or 
lunch parcels for pupils who are 
eligible for benefits related free 

Fairfield will continue to offer to provide free 
school meals support in the form of meals or 
lunch parcels for pupils who are eligible for 



school meals and who are not 
attending school because they: 

 are self-isolating 
 have had symptoms or a 

positive test result themselves 
 are a close contact of 

someone who has COVID-19 
 

benefits related free school meals and who are 
not attending school because they: 

 are self-isolating 
 have had symptoms or a positive test 

result themselves 
 are a close contact of someone who has 

COVID-19 
 

 


